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I
t was a fall morning, much like any other, 

when Kate Slaughterback and her three 

year old son were having breakfast.

had an idea. The day before she had heard duck 

Kate knew that the hunters would have left 

some ducks behind. So she thought that she 

to have for dinner that night.



Bthat morning and walked at a gentle 

Ernie on his back. When they arrived at the 

saddle and unlatched it. She was walking back 
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Kwasn’t scared. She just took her 

Brownie’s back. She took aim and shot 

the rattlesnake dead.
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Bsnakes and three more crawled 

out. Kate took aim three more 

times and shot those snakes dead,  

as well.
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Jback, she heard more rattles. The 

gun shots had woken more snakes. 

They were coming out in all directions. Kate 

knew she would not have enough bullets to 

shoot each snake. (She knew she was a 

good enough shot, though.) She looked for 

She looked around and saw a “No Hunting 

it like a bat. 
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A
s the snakes came closer, she 

swung the sign at them. Soon 

she was swinging and twisting 

and turning in all directions. As she was 

to Ernie and Brownie that it would be 

okay.
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Fthe snakes. She was sweating 

and her arms were aching from 

swinging the sign. Her legs were tired from 

turning and twisting. Finally, the snakes 

on her arm and then looked around.

She was surrounded by the lifeless bodies 

of rattlers. She then tossed the sign on the 

back of Brownie behind Ernie.
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K
ate and Ernie made it home. A 

neighbor saw her as she rode home 

and knew that something was wrong. 

Kate told the story about the snakes. Later 

snakes, they counted 140 snakes.

The neighbor told folks about Kate’s snake 

adventure, and they told more folks. Pretty 

It was even told across the ocean in England. 

Kate was a western heroine all over the 

world!
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A
nd what did Kate do with all of 

those snakes she collected? Well, 

from the skins. She also made shoes and 

a neck band. Kate wore her dress to many 

in hearing the story whenever she wore her 

dress.

You can see Kate’s dress, shoes and neck 

band at the Greeley History Museum. You 

can also see other things from Kate’s life, 

and hear the story of how Rattlesnake Kate 

got her name
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