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SQUAW BUSAN'S BEND-OFF
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The parrative of the captlvily and
reacue of Mrs, Meoker, Josephine Meek-
er and Mrs, Price has served to bring
promiuently before the public the name
of one of the Ute squaws oalled
“Suean,” and ecsused considerable in.
terest to attach to her on sccount of
kindnesses shown the captive women
through ber Influence. These kindly
acts on hor part are accounted for from
the fact that she at one time was res.
cuecd from captivity among the Arapa-
hoes by the whites and returned to her
friends, Beovoral items have appeared
in the papers attempting to give some
detlalls of the rescue and subsequent
movements of Busapn, and we have
taken some pains to ascertaln the facts,
thinking that they may be of interest
to our readers at this time. The facts
narrated below are obtalned firom the
lips of the officer who commanded the
squad of soldiers who rescued her from
the Arapahoes jusit In time to save her
from cremation.

Mr. Willlam C. Carroll, who realdes
on Ralston cresk, in this county, was a
sergeant in Capt. D. L. Hardy’s Com-
pany, M, of the First Colorado Cavalry,
and with his command at Camp Col-
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lins, In 1883, when the affair transpired.
He says that SBusan had been held as a
captive by Lhie Arapahoes about a yesr,
and early in May of '63 the warriors
of the band, which he thinks was old
Friday’s, had been aver to North Park
and had a fight with the Utea, bad lost
seyeral men but had taken no Ute
scalps themselves. Returning to thelr
village, which was then located on the
Plattenear the mouth of the Cache-a-la-
Poudre, they proposed to take thelr
revenge out of poor Susan, and were
makling great preparations to burn her
st the stake. The eettlers thereabouts
ascerialned what was up and sent a
measenger to Cump Collins to report to
Capt. Hardy, who detalled Sergeant
Carroll to take a squad of men aud
proceed to the Arapahoe village and
rescue the prisoner if possible. He
started at once, with a aguad of about a
dozen men, and reached the Arapahoe
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camp with all speed, it belng located
some fen or twelve miles from Camp
Colling, down the creek.

Upon coming In sight of the ylllage
the soldiers noticed an unusual commo-
tion, and when they rode in among the
tepees no captive was to be seen, but
the preparations had been undisturbed,
as they found s fence post erected In the
centre of the camp, and 8 quantity of
wood around it ready to be ignited.
After considerable searching the squaw
was discovered Im one of the lodges,
concesled under a lot of buffalo robes,
with her head closely shaved In readi-
ness for the sacrifice, as was the custom
of the Indlans when about to indulge in
the pleasing pastime of cremating
s captiyve. Sergeant Carroll brought her
cut of the lodge, and although streau-
ous objections were made to this pro-
ceeding by the band of Indians,
mounted her behind bim upen his
horse and rode back with her to his
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command at Camp Collios in triumph,

This occurrence teok place early In
May, and the rescued squaw remained
with Sergeant Carroll and his wife for
about two months, She was then
about eighteen years of age, and wn-
usually bright for an Indian, and Mrs.
Carroll took a good deal of interest in
her. Bhe always seemed to be very
grateful to the soldiers for rescuing her
from the old-time enemies of her tribe,
and tried in every way Lo show her
gratitude to Carroll and his men. Mrs,
Carroll made her several dresses and
fitted her out in about as good style as
any of the “*white squaws'’ about the
eamp were able to dress. During ber
stay with them she learned to speak
English guite well, and Mrs, Carroll
had all confidence lu her, leaving her
in charge of her quarters when away.
She sometimes appeared to be getting
home-sick to return to her tribe, but no
opportnnity occurred to return her to
ber frienda.

On the 4th of July Sergeant Carroll
and his wife went down the creek some
miles to attend a dance, leaving SBusanin
the quarters, and on their return found
she had “lit outl,” taking with her all
the clothes that had been made for her
by Mrs. Carroll, a piece of meat and &
butcher-knife, but molesling nothing

B¥ PDFmyURL.com


http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

belonging to Mra, Carroll, although she
had overhauled Mrs, C.s trunk In
which her own things were packed,
and In which was some forty or fitty
dollars in sliver which she could have
taken had she chosen to do so.

Considerable anxiety was felt by the
command for fear she had been re-
captured by the Arapahoes, and Capt.
Hardy had the country throughly
scouted the following day in search of
Arapahoe *‘sign,” but without succesa.

The Carrolls have never seen her
since, but members of “ D' company of
their regiment, which was stationed at
the time in Midile Park, reported that
she came to their camp somsetime later,
remaining there several days, and then
tswrent west to grow up with the Utes."”
The foliowing summer some of ‘M
company saw her with her own people
at Colorado Clty, and talked with her.
After that she had effectnally "dropped
out of “white” history at lesat, until
her good offices to the captive agency
wofaen brought her again prominently
to mind. Mr. and Mrs. Carroll still
feel a.lively interest iu her, and feel
-well repald for the kindness they were
able to show her sixteen years ago.

. The name “Susan'’ was given her
by Mrs. Carroll, and she is quite proud
of the fact thet her ward haa thought
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enough of it to retaln It all these years.
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